26                                  LECTURE I.

by sense nor comprehended by reason. Sense and
reason, therefore, in the ordinary acceptation of these
terms, would not be sufficient to account for the facts
before us. If, then, we openly admit a third function
of our consciousness for the apprehension of what is
infinite, that function need not be more mysterious
than those of sense and reason. Nothing is in reality
more mysterious than sensuous perception. It is the
real mystery of all mysteries. Yet we have accus-
tomed ourselves to regard it as the most natural of
all things. Next comes reason which, to a being
restricted to sensuous perception, might certainly
appear very mysterious, and which even by certain
philosophers has been represented as altogether in-
comprehensible. Yet we know that reason is only a
development of sensuous perception, possible under
certain conditions. These conditions correspond to
what we call the potential energy or faculty of
reason. They belong to one and the same conscious
self, and though reason is active in a different manner,
yet, if kept under proper control, reason works in
perfect harmony with sense. The same applies to
religion, in its subjective sense of faith. It is, as I
shall try to show, simply another development of
sensuous perception, quite as much as reason is. It
is possible under certain conditions, and these con-
ditions correspond to what we call the potential
energy of faith. Without this third potential energy,
the facts which are before us in religion, both subjec-
tively and objectively, seem to me inexplicable. If
they can be explained by a mere appeal to sense and
reason, in the ordinary meaning of these words, let
it be done. We shall then have a rational religion.